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Breadcrumbs

Home = Produds * Flash

Macromedia Flash MX

Product Overview

From www.macromedia.com

The users need to know where they are in a hierarchical structure

Sites with a large hierarchical information structure, typically more than 3 levels deep,
Such sites are medium to large sized and include shops, catalogs, portals, corporate
sites etc, The site has got a main navigation scheme that allows users to traverse the
hierarchy. Users may want to jump several steps back instead of following the
hierarchy. Users may be unfamiliar with the hierarchical structure of the information,
Uzers may need to know where they can go. users need to know how they arrived at
their current location,

Show the path from the top level to the current page.

Home = Nexztlevel = Mextl evel = Current page

The path shows the location of the current page in the total information structure,
Each level of the hierarchy is labeled and functions as a link to that level. The current
page is marked in order to give the users feedback about where they are now. Don't
use the current page name in the breadcrumb as the only way to show section title,
add a title anyway.

The path shows that a top-down path is traversed by using appropriate separators
such as = or, that suggest a downward motion. If the path becomes too long to fit in
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(www babycentercom, August 2001)
Well-designed tab rows provide visual cues that help cus-
tomers recognize and use them more effectively. On
BabyCenter's site they look just like file folders (top), an
image that is instantly familiar.

sl BACKGROUND

MULTIFLE WAYS TO NAVIGATE (B1), BROWSABLE CON-
TENT (B2}, and NAVIGATION BARS (K2) show the
vialue of providing clear and consistent naviga-
tion indicators. One type of NAVIGATION BAR (K2)
is a tab row, which offers clear visual cues about
what your customer can click on, as well as
straightforward feedback about the currently
selected item.

> PROBLEM

Sites need to let customers navigate through cate-
goties of content and give them feedback on where
they are. But to make tab rows work well requires
including specific details in the visuals.

21< SOLUTION

Create tab rows using an active tab and indicator
fine, but with no more than 10 to 15 items, or what-
ever can fit on one line of tabs, Differentiate an
active tab by color and contrast, as well as through
preselection, Create an indicator line that extends
across the page to create the impression that the
whaole page below the line belongs to the active tab.

[ (e e

-

Use tab rows to let customers navigate through different
categories of information.

3:: CONSIDER THESE OTHER PATTERNS

Create your tab rows graphically with a Low NUM-
BER OF FILES (L1} and PAST-DOWNLOADING IMAGES
{L2), or use HTML POWER (L4) to build them with
HTML., To make downloading the page even
faster, use SEPARATE TABLES (L3) to download
through the tab row portion of the page first, giv-
ing the impression that the page is faster than it
really is.
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